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Minnagar, Manhabari, or Thatha.

The city of Thatka is situated in in a low swampy valley,
3 miles from the western bank of the Indus, and 4 miles above
the separation of the B&gar or western branch, from the Sata,
or main stream of the river. Littlewood remarks that "the
mounds of rubbish uppn which the houses are piled slightly
raise its site above the level of the valley,1 The place was
visited by Captain Hamilton in A. D. 1699, who describes
it,2 as situated on a spacious plain about 2 miles from
the Indus. It is highly probable, therefore, that the
town originally stood on the bank of the river, which has
been gradually receding from it. Its name also would seem
to point to the same conclusion, as thattha means a "shore or
bank,*' so that Nagar-Thatha, which is the common name of
the place, would mean the "city on the river bank." Its
date is not certainly known ; but M'Murdo, who is generally
very accurate, states that it was founded in the year A. H, 900
or A.D. 1495, byNiz4m-ud-dinNandathe/dw,or ruler of Sindh.
Before his time, the chief city of Lower Sindh was S&minagarr
the capital of the Samm& tribe, which stood on a rising ground,
3 miles to the north-west of the site of Thatha, M'Murdo
refers its foundation to the time of Ala-ud-din of Delhi, who
reigned from A. H. 695-715, or A. D. 1295 to 1315. Of a still
earlier date is the great fort of Kalydn-kot, or TughlakaMd,
which stands on the limestone hill, 4 miles to the south-west
of Thatha. Its second name was derived from Ghazi Beg
Tvghlak, who was the governor of MuHin and Sindh, during
the latter part of Ala-ud-din's reign, in the beginning of the
fourteenth century.

The site of Thatha itself is admitted to be modern,
but those of S&ninagar and KalySn-kot are said to be of great
antiquity. This belief of the people is no doubt true, as the
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